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A Sheffield couple are to visit Vietnam in the autumn—with the results of their fundraising in aid of a local orphanage. David Bocking reports

MAY AND DAVID BEARING GIFTS ON THEIR VIETNAM ADVENTURE

May Seed is surrounded by surplus kitchen equipment. This weekend she and her husband David are planning a car boot sale reconnaissance and if they find a suitable venue they’ll be up at early light a week or so later to sell sundry pots and pans, pressure cookers and several boxfuls of other household items to help several dozen orphans on the other side of the world.

May is planning a strawberry tea, too, in the near future and on Sunday morning May’s hairdresser has found herself leading a sponsored walk from Fox House.

May has already been on the phone to her cousin, a priest in Ireland, who’s sending over nearly £200.

Her hall table has been sold for £35, a pot of May’s surplus 20p coins has reached a total of £40 and she has already begun her redcurrant jam production line for a bring and buy sale she’ll be holding in September.

“I’m asking people to do things for my children,” says May (meaning the 70 or so children or young adults residing in the Hoi An orphanage near Danang.) “I’m not behind the door at bartering,” she says in her County Galway brogue.

It all started when her friend caught typhoid while on holiday. “She loved Vietnam but while there she caught typhoid.” The treatment she received was wonderful, May says. Her friend’s glowing report convinced May and David to spend a holiday in Vietnam this year (they like to travel) and May promised to call in at the hospital which treated her friend to thank the staff.

Then last Christmas they visited friends in Durham whose son, Nick Keegan, was home for the season from his own work as financial director for a British charity called the Kianh Foundation working at the Hoi An orphanage. “He said he’d gone to Vietnam on holiday and after stumbling across the orphanage in the former Vietnam war zone, he said he just had to go back.” Many of the residents of the orphanage are suffering from the effects of the war, 30 years later.

May produces photos of Anh and Trang, young adults smiling from their wheelchairs, whom staff believe were born badly disabled as a result of their mother’s exposure to the Agent Orange defoliant used by the Americans to clear the jungle in their search for the Viet Cong. The orphanage, although nominally under the care of the Vietnamese government, struggled to survive and pay its 11 staff.

May told her friend that she could organise a coffee morning. (Back in Sheffield, May has helped run a coffee morning for the Lifeboat Association for the past few years.) “I asked Nick how far £700 would go and he told me that it would pay all the staff for a month.”

And that was that. May was spurred into action and now the coffee morning has become the upcoming Strawberry Tea and has been joined in May’s fundraising pantheon by her bring and buy sale, sponsored walk, car boot sale and a host of other money-raising schemes to keep the Hoi An orphanage going.

Lack of funds meant that Nick Keegan had warned recently that the charity could only continue its work at the orphanage for a few more months but money raised by supporters in the UK means that the charity now has funds to pay staff for at least another year.

May’s original task was to raise the equivalent of $1,000 but her sights are now set on £1,000. And negotiations are taking place with a local bank to match May’s final total, which could mean that her and David’s efforts will accumulate funding for Hoi An orphanage for three months.

This is now her primary fundraising focus, says May, after raising money for several charities for many years. And she’ll continue to help Hoi An orphanage any way she can for the foreseeable future.

May, a former nurse at the Royal Hallamshire hospital and David, a pharmacist, who live in Fulwood, are now going on holiday to Vietnam in October and will be taking all the money they raise to Hoi An.

“The Vietnamese are lovely, gentle people,” says May. “And it’s a beautiful country. But we didn’t want to go in empty-handed.”

With May’s determination and blarney, there seems little danger of that.

· More information:
www.kianh.org.uk

Telephone Sheffield 230 8938;

jdavid.seed@btopenworld.com

· Places on Sunday’s sponsored walk (starting at 11 am at Fox House) are still available—contact 077890 28110

